
From:  
Date: March 10, 2014, 10:01:03 PM EDT 
To: lcolletti@nrsd.net 
Subject: Half Day Kindergarten 

 
Dear School Committee Representative Colletti, 
  
I am writing to ask if there is any way possible to run a section of independent half day Kindergarten next year 
at Center School in Stow.  My son will be going to Kindergarten this Fall.  I strongly believe that full day Kindergarten 
is not the right choice for him.  While I am sincerely grateful that a half day option still exists for next year, I am 
concerned about the recent decision to change it from an independently functioning section of half day Kindergarten 
to a sprinkling in of the half day students into the full day classes. 
  
In the Fall when I registered my son for the half day session I was led to believe that the half day program would 
function next year in the way it has functioned in the past.  I was also under the impression that the numbers exist 
here in Stow to have at least one separate half day class.   Do you know if this is true?  Or if the numbers 
have changed?  Is an independently functioning half day class truly no longer an option for Stow? 
  
I have voiced my concerns to Principal Kevin LaCoste.  I am worried about the classroom climate this new half day 
option would create.  I am worried that this option would put my son at a disadvantage as he would not be able 
to fully participate in all of the classroom activities planned by his teacher.  I am further worried that missing out 
on these shared experiences will impact his learning, as well as possibly hinder the relationships he will make with 
his teacher and classmates.  
  
My largest worry though, is that the parents of my child's half day classmates will change their minds mid-year and 
choose to sign their children up for the full day program for the remainder of the year, leaving my child as the only 
one in the class continuing to go half day. 
  
I realize the district is moving toward full day Kindergarten and I do understand that you can't fight the numbers.  
However, if there is enough interest in Stow to run an independently functioning half day class would you please 
consider it as an option for the upcoming school year?   I am in support of a half day class that allows all of the 
children in that class full access to all of the learning and to all of the shared experiences provided by the teacher.  
  
Thank you for your time.     
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
April Sears 

 

 

 

 


